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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
SERMON NO. XXXVI. 
FOR TRINITY SUNDAY. 


John iii. 9. 
“ How can these things be ?”’ 


Tuere is, perhaps, no more powerful obstacle to the success of 
revealed religion, than the pride of human reason. That disposi- 
tion to be “tas gods,” which moved the mother of our race, regardless 
of the instructions of her Creator, to pluck and eat forbidden fruit, 
has descended, undiminished, to her posterity; urging them to 
ascend to heights of knowledge, which Deity has interdicted, 
rendering them dissatisfied with the profusion of spiritual favours, 
which the Most High wishes them to enjoy; because there are 
limits, beyond which, reason caunot penetrate; because there is a 
tree reserved, of which they may not eat. ‘Though the lowest link 
in the chain of intelligent being, man spurns at truth, divine truth, 
because it is above his comprehension; and though God himself 
vouchsafes to instruct his mind, presumptuously asks, “* How can 
these things ber” It was this pride of human reason which blinded 
the multitude to the miracles of our Lord, and led the Jews to 
reject the true Messiah. Thig has prevented more than one Nico- 
demus from going to Jesus, but by night; and made them obstinate 
against the communications of the Eternal Mind. Itis this, which 
has corrupted the sublime doctrines 6f Christianity, and would 
strip it of those peculiar doctrines which render it worthy of God, 
supernaturally to give, and of all men to be received with humility 
and thanksgiving. It is this, which has broken the unity of the 
Christian Church, by bringing inte the peaceful brotherhood of the 
Redeemer, the disorganizing spirits of heresy aud coutention. To 
say no more, the question “ how can these things be,” has made 
mortals dare to set at naught the divine Trinity, and to assault the 
manifestations of it in the gospel of Christ. If, then, the pride of 
human reason is productive of so various and great evils, to Chris- 
tians and Infidels, 1 cannot ever, but especially, oa this day, render 


you greater service than by showing:— 
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In the first place, that in common matters of reason and life, our 
comprehension does not regulate our belief; Secondly, that we 
ougiit to expect to find in special revelations from heaven, some 
things above the reach of our faculties; and, Thirdly, what the 
proper grounds are, upon whicii, in such cases, we should give 
our assent. 

In order to accomplish the first thing proposed, namely, to show 
that in common matters of reason and life, our comprehension does 
not regulate our belief, let us, first, fix our attention upon the 
objects of the senses. When we take hold of any solid portion of 
matter, do we hesitate to believe that the parts thereof cohere? 
When we feast ourselves with the rich fruits which nature furnishes, 
do we doubt that they are pleasant to our palates?) When a rose, 
or a carnation, is presented to our nostrils, can we deny that it 
yields fragrance to the smell?) When we fix our eyes upon visible 
objects, are they not imaged in the mind, and do not some affect 
us agreeably, and others disagreeably 2 When we hear the music 
of instruments, or the melody of the human voice, are not our ears 
ravished, and our souls delighted? To all these perceptions we 
readily assent, and he would be thought out of his senses, who 
should deny them. Yet, how, and why, they are so, is, to us, as 
incomprehensible as any possible mystery. We can no more tell, 
how the parts of matter cohere, how a correspondence between the 
palate and some food, or between the nostrils and some fragrance, 
excite pleasant sensations; bow through the eye, objects are repre- 
sented to the mind; or how, through the ear, music is conveyed to the 
heart, than we can, how the dead are raised up, how the Divine 
Being became incarnate, how the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost, are one; or unravel any of the mysteries of man’s redemp- 
tion. Talk to a blind man of the effects of colours upon the sight; 
or write to a deaf man of the effects of sound upon the ear, and 
would not the question of Nicodemus arise in his mind; “how can 
these things be?” Indeed, when we put the question to ourselves, 
who have daily experience of the facts, we are unable to answer it; 
but believe, not because we comprehend, but because our senses 
tell us it is so, - 

Again. If we leave the objects of sensation, and consider those 
of reflection, we shall be convinced that, if our comprehension 
regulated our belief; if wé alwavs refused assent when unable to 
answer the question in my text, all connection between cause and 
effect would be denied ; the stores of knowledge would be wholly 
impoverished; our own powers, nay existence, would be doubted; 
man would forever wander and be Jost in the mazes of scepticism. 
The philosopher, looks up towards heaven, and led, by the wonderful 
operations there exhibited, to reflect, believes that the bodies are 
kept in their orbits by centripetal, and centrifugal forces. The 
metaphysician, contemplates the human mind, and believes that it 
conceives, compares, and compounds ideas, and thus acquires 
truth, and detects error. The husbandman, observes how vegeta- 
tiou operates, and cannot doubt, that the sturdy tree, with all its 
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glory, or the tender plant, with all its beauty, sprang from a little 
seed implanted in the earth. We all, as men, believe that we exist, 
think, will, and aet; and though, to teach us the weakness of 
reason in this, our infantile state, there have been distinguished 

rsons who would deprive us of matter, and distinguished persons 
who would deprive us of spirit, most men believe, that they possese 
a body anda soul. But were we not habituated to these truths; if 
they only existed as subjects of speculation, and were newly pro- 
posed to us for assent, they would appear as mysterious as any 
doctrine oi revelation, and we might as well ask concerning the 
one as the other; ‘‘how can these things be?” We do not believe 
them because we comprehend them, for, though habit has rendered 
them familiar to our minds, they are in themselves mysterious. 
Thus we see, that our assent to the truths deduced by sensation, 
or reflection, the two sources of all human knowledge, is not 
regulated by our comprehension of them, but by our conviction, 
that our senses, or our reason, vouch their reality. 

I now proceed to show, secondly, that we must expect to find 
in a revelation ffom heaven, some things above the reach of our 
faculties. After what has been said, it surely cannot require many 
words, or much argumentation, to substantiate this position. If 
the objects of our senses and reason, with which we are perpetually 


conversant, cannot be found out to perfection; how, if a spire of 


grass can baffle our investigation, and a grain of sand prove our 
philosophy weak, can we expect that the great objects which reve- 
lation embraces, the divine nature and the thoughts of the eternal 
mind, will be levelled to the perception of our faculties, and sub- 
mitted to the scrutiny of our minds? ‘* Canst thou by searching find 
out God: Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? It is 
as high as heaven; what canst thou do! Deeper than hell; what 
caust thou know’ ‘The measure thereof is longer than the earth, 
and broader than the sea.” 

Besides, between the subjects and the powers, which we apply 
in the investigation of them, there is not that pure correspon 
dence, which must be necessary to the discovery of truth. Our 
minds are finite; some of the objects about which revelation con- 
verses, are infinite. Our minds are carnal; the objects about which 
revelation converses, are spiritual. The weakness of our faculties 
therefore, in conjunction with the nature of the subjects to be con- 
templated, render it impossible that we should comprehend ail 
doctrines proposed in divine revelation. It is, as if an inseet should 
presume to measure the magnitude, to scan the movements of the 
sun, in one of those beams he sports in for an hour. It is as if the 
infant, in whom intelligence has scarcely dawned, should presume 
to judge the measures, and question the schemes, by which his fa- 
ther may be conducting the affairs of a nation, and combining the 
designs which are to secure the best interests of the world. Hum- 
bler was the spirit of the wise and pious psalmist; “such knowledge,” 
says he, *“*is too wondertul and excellent forme. {[ cannot attain 
unto it." “Edo not exercise myself in matters which are too bi¢> 
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for me; but I refrain my soul and keep it low, like as a child that 
is weaned from his mother.” 

Further. The very idea of a revelation, suppeses something un- 
attainable by reason. It would not correspond with the general 
cp ts of Deity, nor with the known wisdom of his nature, if 

e communicated that supernaturally to man, which might be as 
easily obtained by the exercise of his faculties. Now, why should 
we suppose that, every thing in such revelation should, after it is 
communicated, be level to our comprehension? ‘That it comes 
from God, and, therefore, should be clear to our minds, is no just 
argument. For the innumerable natural objects, into whose real 
@ssences we cannot penetrate, came also from God. That a 
comprehension of the contents of a revelation is necessary, in order 
to its producing the desired effect, is not true. Is it necessary that, 
before a man uses a rule, he should be acquainted with the demon- 
strations of all the principles, upon which the rule is constructed ! 
Certainly not. Neither is it necessary, that believers should under- 
stand, how the Holy Three are one, or how the human, was united 
with the divine nature; or how to comprehend ay revealed mys- 
tery, in order to its having the proper influence upon his mind and 
life. ‘That a man cannot believe, what he does not comprehend, 
has already been proved false; for we have seen, that our assent is 
not regulated by our comprehension, even in the common nratters 
of reason and life. So that there is no argument, which shows it to 
be necessary, that a divine revelation should contain nothing 
above the reach of our faculties. On the contrary, the nature of t!e 
subjects which revelation embraces, and the imperfection o: the 
human mind, render it probable, that incomprehensible truths nust 
be found in revealed religion, in which we may be required to have 
and profess a belief. 

This leads me to the third head of discourse, viz: to show what 
the proper grounds are upon which, in such cases, we should give 
our assent. In the first place, we must satisfy ourselves of the 
authenticity of the revelation, in which any doctrine is proposed. 
This is the pillar, upon which the whole fabric of faith must stand. 
If the evidences, by which the truth of the revelation is supported, 
be sufficient to satisfy our mind; if we are compelled to receive it 
as coming from God, we then, without presumpituously asking 
“how can these things be,” are bound, with that docility and 
humbleness of mind which becomes beings situated as we are, to 
believe whatever it contains. 

The authenticity of the revelation being established, the next 
thing is, when any particular article of belief is the subjeet of con- 
sideration, to recur to the sacred records of the revelation, and if we 
find it there, not to be startled by its incomprehensibility, but to em- 
brace it on the veracity of its author; remembering that we are but of 
yesterday, and have faculties proportioned to our age. As the senses, 
pure and uncorrupted, are the tests of truths derived from sensation, 
and as reason, clear and unsophisticated, is the measure of truths 
derived from reflection, so the scriptures uncentaminated and 














1828. ] On the Design of a Double Chancel. 165 


unperverted, are the standards of truths derived from revelation. 
Human reason will doubtless revolt at this restriction, and put in 
her claim, and ask;” “how can these things be?” But there is 
a sentence in the book of inspiration which should teach her in hu- 
mility to hold her peace: “* Vain man would be wise, though man 
is born as the wild asses colt.” 

From what has been said, let us infer the impropriety of rejecting 
any truth proposed to our minds, merely beciine it is above our 
comprehension. Let us see the necessity of clothing our reason in 
the garment of humility, when contemplating any doctrine of re- 
vealed religion. If we are satisfied, that “no man could have done 
the miracles which Jesus did, unless God had been with him,” let 
us embrace the truths which he has communicated, nor dare to 
doubt “how these things can be.” Finally; we in the morniug 
proved it to be the doctrine of the gospel, that the Godhead is one, 
that in this unity of the Godhead there is a Trinity of Persons, and 
that these Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are co-equal and 
co-existent. This mystery of revelation is to us wholly incompre- 
hensible. But let us learn, from what has been said this afternoon, 
the folly we manifest, when we, the creatures o1 a day, endeavour 
to uncover that which Deity has enveloped in secrecy, and lead_us, 
when contemplating the subject, ou which our Church this day fixes 
our attention, to look upto the holy Three in Ouc, and with a mix- 
ture of assent, worship, and amazement, to exclaim: “ My Lord 
and my God.” 

Now tothe Father, to the Son, andto the Holy Ghost, be ascribed 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever, Amen. 


9ttic~ 
FOR THE GUSPEL MESSENGER. 
ON THE DESIGN OF A DOUBLE CHANCEL, 


In the last number of the Gospel Messenger, [| observe some 
remarks on the ‘design of a double chancel, as at St. Paul’s 
Church,’ Radclifleborough. ‘The reasons assigned by the writer, 
as the probable origin of that peculiar form, are sufliciently plausi- 
ble, and would be satisfactory, if the matter of fact was not known 
to be otherwise. As 1 was vot acquainted with another instance of 
the kind, I inquired of one of the building Committee, the reasons 
for making ‘‘ a double chancel.” He stated in reply, that it was 
entirely accidental; that it was originally intended by the Committee, 
to have the floor of the chancel raised two steps above that of the 
Church, and to place them on the outside of the railing; the first 
to he about four feet wide, and the other, of the usual width, on 
which the kneeling cushions were to be placed. Business, however, 
having called my informant into the country fora few days, he 
found, upon his return to the city, that the workmen had laid the 
floor in its present form; i. e. one step at the entrance, «nd the 
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other about the middle of the chancel As the mistake produced 
neither unseemliness nor laconvenience, it was not thought neces- 


sary to alter it; and a double railing was then determined upon. 
F, F. 


—lt~ 
ON A DIFFERENGB BETWEEN THE PRAVER-BOOK & BIBLE. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Messenger.—The Epistle for the 
First Sunday after Easter, is written in the first Epistle of St John, 
chapter 5th; beginning with the 4th vefse, and ending with the t2th. 
In Sword s edition of the Book of Common Prayer, printed at New 
York, in IS10, the last sentence in the Epistle, does not exactly 
agree with the version in the Bible, which has led me to examine 
several other editions, where | find the same discordance, and not 
only so, but I also find that the English Prayer Books, have the like 
detect. In our Prayer Book, the sentence alluded to, runs thus: 
** He that hath the Sen, hath life; and he that hath not the Son, 
hath not life.”” But in the Bible, it reads in this manner: “He that 
hath the Sou, hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath 
not life.” This verse, as it stands in our public translation, is more 
express and emphatical; and tends more strongly to guard the 
Saviour’ diviniiy, which is a grand object in our Liturgy, as well 
as a prominent feature in the Christian religion ; and is One of tie 
principal reasons, why we, in our profession of faith keep steady 
and united; while the Sectarians are fast denying the Lord of glory, 
and dividing the ever-blessed and eternal Godhead. 

Now, Sir, I wish that you, or some one of your learned corres- 
pondents, would inform me the reason of the variance or disayree- 
ment between the translation of the Bible and the Book of Common 
Prayer; which will greatly oblige your friend, 


SENEX. 
~~ @@e-..- 
ON FORMS OF PRAYER. 


The pious Mr. Bennet, an eminent dissenting minister, in a post- 
lumous discourse of joining in public prayer, expresses himself thus: 
“ There is nothing, I apprehend, we are more generally defective 
in, than in performing this part of religious worship. That careless 
air which sits upon the face of a congregation shows how little they 
know of the matter, and now few seriously join in public prayer. 
Some gaze about them; others fall asleep; others fix their eyes on 


‘the minister.” In page 56 of the New Directory, we read th. s: 


“* They (the Dissenters) too generally seem to look upon prayer as the 
least important part of their business in the house of Grod; and some 
of them regard it as little more thafi an introduction to the sermon, 
which they consider as the chief object for which they assemble. 
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Accordingly they seldoin speak of going to worship, but usually to 
hear this or the other preacher. And in most of our congr gauious, 
it is customary for a great number to absent theiselves tll after the 
worship is begun, and not a few till the chief prayers are nearly 
euded. Many seem to think, that if they are in time to hear the 
text, they are early enough. In regard to the importance of prayer, 
the ideas of serious Chutch people seem generally the most correct.” 
Such are the admissions of the advocates for public extemporaneous 
prayer; and, though we would charitably hope, and do indeed 
believe, that there is a considerable improvement in these respects 
amongst our dissenting brethren, since the above remarks were first 
made public, we cannot refrain from adding that our own experience, 
in days that are past, strongly corroborate the truth. Early in itfe 
we remember to have been struck with these features of dissenuung 
worship; and we actually saw, in the wandering eyes, even of pious 
individuals, that extemporary prayer had, in the long run, a ten- 
dency to extinguish the spir't of prayer in the congregation, With 
this experience we can with truth unite with a writer of our own 
Charch in the following statements: ‘‘ Some of us have sat in places 

of worship where liturgies are not used; and we have felt and sighed 
under the evils which are the consequence of their rejections We 
have compared the aspect and deportment of religious assemblies 
where the truths of the Gospel are most energetically preached, but, 

where the prayers are extemporaneous, with the general appearance 
of congregstions in the Church of England, which enjoy the ad- 
vantage of a faithful and zealous ministry; and we are de ‘liberately 
and most deeply impressed with a conviction, not resulting from 
the prejudices of education, but from comparison and obser- 
vation, that the Liturgy of the Church is more calculated than the 
best conceived extemporaneous prayers to command the attention, 
and consequently to excite and elevate the devotion, of Christian 
assemblies. Some of us have also compared the effects of both 
modes of worship upon our own minds, for a sufficient length of 
time to become habituated to each; and we have formed a similar 
estimate of their respective merits.”—Montreal CAristian Sentinel, 


=e Be... 
FROM THE EPISCOPAL REGISTER, 


OBJECTIONS TO FORMS OF PRAYER ANSWERED. 


The solemn import of the very emphatic passage, “ Be not rash 
with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing 
before God, for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth, therefore 
let thy words be few,” had, no doubt, great weight with the reformers 
of our Church in Jeading them to retain, for the purposes of public 
worship, a form of prayer And the impressive warning which it 
breathes has led many thousands, since their time, to adhere, with 
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a calm, enlightened, and firm attachment to the furms their wisdom 
and piety adopted. 

These forms provide the best possible antidute to that it irreverence 
and familiarity—that haste and inconsideration to which the very 
fervor of piety is a sort of exposure. As far as this single consider- 
ation is worthy of regard; some, perhaps, may consider forms of 
prayer desirable, who yet, on other accounts, think them liable to 
many and great objections. Possibiy our readers will not find a few 
pages wasted, should we fill them with a familiar discussion of the 
merits of the weightiest of these objections. 

1. It is said they cannot possibly be adapted to the varying cir- 
cumstances of uuy worshipping assembly; and much less to the 
numberless wants of numerous congregations. 

This question may be put to issue on ditlerent grounds, and its 

aspects ure as various as the lights in which it may be regarded. 
The leading question, however, is this, should common prayer be 
considered in general or in special forms of expression—should we 
comprehensively express our great and common wants, or enter 
into long and minute details of private necessities and desires? If 
it is conclusively shown that the latter method is preferable—that 
the heuse of God is the place where personal wants and desires are 
to be audibly expressed and most exactly recounted—if the wants 
of the whole neighbourhood are to be brought in review, and family 
losses and bereavements are to be deplored—if personal and secret 
sins are to be minutely specified, and individually confessed—if all 
the subjects of closet contession, supplication, and thanksgiving, are 
to be enumerated, and all the subjects of family sorrow and joy, are 
to be brought into the sanctuary, and there dwelt upon in the exact- 
ness of endless specification ;—it must certainly be confessed that no 
Liturgy can possibly answer the purpose of such public prayer. 
But it must be seen, at a single glance, that this is not a proper 
method of conducting the devotions of the sanctuary. It is not a 

ssible method, for the whole Sabbath day, and even the whole 
week would be insufficient for such a purpose. It is not a fit method, 
for it would in a great measure supersede the necessity of private 
and family praver. It is not a decent method, for there are number- 
less subjects of private and domestic supplication, which would be 
most unsuitable to come before a whole congregation. It is not a 
method at all indicated by the purposes of public prayer. We meet 
in the Lord’s sanctuary to express our common wants, desires, and 
feelings, as a community, and not as individuals, And it is a total 
violation of the ends and purposes of common prayer, as Well as an 
outrage on common sense. aud on good taste, to crowd the public 
prayers with the details of personal wants—with allusions to indi- 
vidual circumstances, or the condition of particular families. 

2. It is further objected to forms of prayer, that they curb and 
straighten the spirit of devotion. 

The question may be very fairly asked, in whom? In the people! 
This should be the sense of the objection, or it has but little weight. 
But to the people, generally, all public prayer is in effect a form. 
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To them it is the same thing in fact whether their common suppli- 
eatious were framed ages ago, or at the moment by him who offers 
them. All united prayer, to all intents, is a form, except to him 
alone, who conceives and utiers it. It is therefore very evident 
that the ardour of devotion in the people cannot at all depend upon 
the manner, whether previously, or at the moment, in which their 
united supplications are composed. Every thing depends upon the 
intrinsic excellence—the real fervour of the language which is in 
factemployed. To say that forms of prayer place a restraint upon 
the minister w ho publicly offers it, is saying nothing to the purpose. 
The ardour of his own devotions—the fervour of his personal 
piety—the exciting causes of his special engagedness, may find 
their proper utterance in his closet, and in his family devotions. 
Hut when giving the freest and fulle ‘st utterance to his own exer- 
cises, what pledge has he that the hearts of his people will be 
attuned to an exact response to them? He may be obtruding what 
should have forever remained his secret emotions, upon a congre- 
gation, the tide of whose common feelings may be setting entirely 
another way. And he may be justly spoken of, as himself much 
engaged in prayer, when it could hardly be said that his people were 
equally engaged with him. 

The experience of the most pious ministers and people, in all 
ages, who have employed forms of prayer, may fairly be adduced 
as evidence in this case. They uniformly testify that the more they 
have felt the spirit of devotion stirring within them, the more full 
and copious have they found that language to be, provided by the 
Church to express it. And far from being he mmed in or chained 
down, by the forms which she has prescribed, they have had occa- 
sion to pray for warmer hearts, and stronger faith, in order to acquit 
themselves of formality and coldness, whilst uttering such sublime 
and glowing language. In good truth, none but a renewed heart 
can possibly discern and appreciate the inner and characteristic 
propriety and fervour of our emphatically Christian supplications. 
A man of taste may admire the calm sublimity, the native pathos, 
the simple yet inimitable beauties of our collects and prayers. But 
there is a secret and hidden charm in the scriptural truth and spi- 
ritual fervour of their sentiments, discernable only to a new heart, 
appealing alone to its holy instincts, firing its noble faculties, har- 
monizing with its experience; and realizing to the true Christian, 
in every favoured hour the high communion of saints, and the cer- 
tainty of that witness of the spirit, which testifies that we are indeed 
the sons of God. 

3. Finally, it is objected that forms of prayer are unhappily cal- 
culated to lead to coldness and formality in devotion. 

Christians, it must be confessed, are sorely beset with temptations 
to these sins. They need and must recetve constant supplies of 
grace, or they wil! either remit their devotions altogethe, or else 
they will become cold, and lifeless, and formal. The occupations 
and employments of life—the necessary engagements of business— 
the indispensable duties of society, of friendly intercourse, and of 

GOS. MESS.—VOL. V. 22 
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hospitality—the active employment of the intellectual powers— 
study, reading, imagination, conversation; amusement, relaxation ; 
all have a direct and strong tendency to draw away our thoughts 
from God, and to evaporate the etherial spirit of devotional piety. 

In whatever way prayer is offered, either from a printed form, or 
a manuscript previously prepared, or from a strong memory, or 
fresh and glowing from a well furnished mind, and a naturally sen- 
sitive heart, there is the same strong tendency to mere formality. 
On whatever occasion prayer is offered, whether in the secrecy of 
our closets, at the family altar, in the social circle, or in the public 
sanctuary, we are equally tempted to mock God with bare lip service. 
From this strong, constant, and busy temptation, neither minister 
nor people is exempted. No place, no time, no occasion, can give 
us immunity, or leave us free to offer pur unfaltering, and per- 
fectly acceptable prayer After having used every precaution, 
exerted the utmost watchfulness and vigour, we, perhaps, never 
pray without the intrusion of some wicked thought, or some idle 
fancy —without the presence of something to make the mind falter, 
or the affections flag To employ the humble and strong language 
of an eminent saint, “Our very repentance needs to be repented of, 
our tears to be washed, and the very washing of those tears to be 
again cleansed in the blood of Christ.” Under these acknowledged 
circumstances, it is not enough to allege that there is a tendency in 
the use of forms of prayer to formality—it must be shown that they 
involve an uncommonly strong measure of this universal tendency, 
and that they are more likely to lead to formality than extempo- 
raneous prayer. 

Placing the question on this, its only fair ground, it is quite 
enough to say, that its decision rests upon such evidence as cannot 
be easily adduced, and as is little like to convince objectors. Some 
will decide in favour of the one method, and some in favour of the 
other, very much as education, habit, ‘and unassignable predilec- 
tion, may have determined them. ‘The last appeal would be to 
facts. But in this case they cannot be ascertained. None but the 
heart-searching God can decide, whether there is most formality in 
the use of forms or of extemporaneous prayer. 

If we might judge from the propriety of attitude and behaviour, 
from the fervour with which the responses are frequently made, and 
the air of silent humble solemnity, which is spread over some of 
our assemblies, we should hope, that notwithstanding the use of 
forms, some degree of true devotion is vouchsafed to Episcopal 
congregations. 

Indeed we cannot but think that the practice of audible responses, 
the great variety of our devotional employments, changing confes- 
sion for intercession, and then intercession for praise; and the 
animated and arousing language used on all these occasions, are 
rather calculated, than otherwise, to help our infirmities, and to 
awaken and sustain a devotional temper. 

And, as so many thousand saints, out of every kindred and tongue 
under heaven, have served God on earth, and been prepared to 
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serve him perfectly in heaven, by the use of forms of prayer, we 
need not fear that, by God’s grace, they may to us subserve the 
same happy purposes. 

But it is not enough that such appropriate and animating petitions 
lie upon the desks of our Churches, and are found in each of our 
hands. It is not enough that you kneel lowly and respond solemnly, 
and to all appearance worship devoutly. Like frankincense in its 
native forest, which emits no sacred or acceptable odour, until laid 
upon golden censors, by an holy Priest; so these sweet and ardent 
petitions, beautiful as they are in language and conception, reach 
never the ears of the Lord God of Hosts, till they are uttered by 
fervent lips, opened and inspired by an ardent and prayerful spirit! 
Waste not an idle admiration upon their excellencies, but throw 
the full soul of prayer into them! Make the language your own, 
by cultivating those tempers of heart, by which that language was 
at first dictated. 

Above all take heed and beware of coldness and formality in 
offering these devotions. Many suppose that Episcopalians are 
especially exposed to the deadly influence of these temptations. 
You may safely make use of this objection as an additional stimu- 
jous to watchfulness and zeal. It is obviously true that we are sorely 
tempted to mock God, with the mere utterance of words, which //is 
eyes can see have no corresponding desires. Let us earnestly 
labour to stir up our attention, and to excite our devotions, when- 
ever we employ the sublime and ardent language of our public 
supplications. Let us strive arduously by self-examination and 
prayer, to shut out every thing from our thouglits and hearts, when 
we come up to the courts of the Lord, except the thoughts of his 
grace and mercy in Jesus Christ. Oh! let us struggle earnestly in 
private prayer for the help of the blessed Spirit, without whom, we 
can never pray aright, that when we go into the sanctuary we may 


feel it to be ‘none other than the house of God, and the gate of 


heaven.” 

Take good heed that what ye prize and love, and make your 
boast, prove not yourruin. Beware of trusting in a sound form, 
and a decent habit of employing it. If you prize it, use it devoutly ! 
If you love it, not only fix your affections upon it, but throw them 
into it, and thus let them devoutly ascend to God. If you boast of 
it, and would have others prize it, give, in the earnestness and fer- 
vour of your demeanour—in your unspotted lives and devout con- 
versations, the most convincing of all evidence, that a sound liturgy 
will help a true Christian to be more humble, devout and prayerful, 


_ than he could otherwise have possibly been! 


A C—n, 
-»@@e~- 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION. 
The substance of the following remarks on this subject, says the 


Episcopal Watchman, is from the Christian Observer, and deserves 
the attentive consideration of our Christian brethren. 
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Prevalent plans of religious education appear to proceed upon 
the innaccurate assumption, that if we give a child certain broad 
general principles, he will of himself erect the proper superstructure 
upun them; that if we give him, for instance, right doctrines, he 
will, of himself, adopt the best rules of discipline and mode of 
worship. In short, that with a certain measure of light, the child 
is likely to choose well; whereas we deem it the part of wisdom 
and orthodoxy, to assume that he is likely to choose ill. We know 
him to be a fallen creature, and therefore prone to errors both of 
the heart and head; and having what we deem the truth in our own 
hands, both as to doctrine and discipline, we think it wise and good 
to take security against the child’s probable errors; to give him the 
benefit of our experience; and to enlist him, as far as lies in us, In 
the ranks of the millions of those who have lived well, and died 
triumphantly, in the faith of our holy and apostolic Church In 
this view, we cannot consent to leave it to chance, or merely to the 
individual judgment of the child, to fix what religion he shall adopt. 
We would say to others, that we will neither compel your children 
to learn our catechism, nor to attend our Church: we will neither 
ridicule the creed of their parents, nor lessen their authority; but 
at the same time, we will strongly and zcalously teach our own 
children the doctrine and the discipline of our ancestors, and should 
yours perchance, adopt them, we do venture to conclude, that they 
will not thereby become either worse Christians, or less happy men. 


~~ Be 
NATURE OF THE CHURCH. 
(From Sikes on Parochial Communion.) 


To believe in the holy Catholic Church, is the ninth article of 
what is called the Apostles’ Creed. That this Church is apostolic, 
is professed in the Nicene Creed. Christ is said by the apostle ‘to 
love and to give himself to the Church,” Ephes. v. 25, “that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water, by the 
word.” St. Luke says, “‘ that the Lord added to the Church such 
as should be saved.”” Our Lord’s charge to the apostles was this: 
‘** Go ye, and make disciples of all nations,” Matt. xxviii. 19; “he 
that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not, shall be damned.”” Mark, xvi. 16. 

That it is necessary to believe in the doctrine of a Church, is 
therefore hardly disputable, whether it be argued from holy scrip- 
ture, or whether it be admitted from the general agreement of all 
sects and parties of Christians. 

But it is further necessary that we believe this article, not in some 
loose und general acceptation, but in that alone which was intended 
by the founder. We must understand by this word, the proper, 
specific thing; for it is no belief at all to understand a word in two 
different or opposite senses. Wedeo not leave it to the Socinian te 
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believe in a Redeemer in the sense which pleases him: we do not 
admit the Quaker’s notions of the Holy Spirit; nor will every accep- 
tation of this article be sufficient to constitute it a trne Christian 
faith. It must be received in its one proper sense, which must be 
sought by a careful study, first of the sacred scriptures, and after- 
wards (if we wish for further information) of the writings of those 
holy Christians, who living nearest to the days of our blessed Lord 
and his apostles, are the best interpreters of their designs and in- 
tentions. 

The Catholic Church is defined by our articles to be, “‘A congre- 
gation of faithful men, in the which the pure word of God is 
preached, and the sacraments be duly administered, according to 
Christs’s ordinance, in all those things that of necessity are requi- 
site to the same.” Art. xix. By canon 55, it is considered as the 
“whole congregation of Christian people,” consisting of apos- 
tolical governors, and such as hold communion with them in the 
word and sacraments, according to Christ’s instituuuon. Archbishop 
Potter describes it, as a regular and well-formed society, whereof 
men are obliged to be members, if they desire to be happy; a 
society purely spiritual, although outward and visible. See Disc. 
of Church Gov. ch. 1. 

The learned (John) Scott says, “The Church, or kingdom of 
Christ, may be thus defined. It is the one universal society of all 
Christian people, incorporated by the new covenant in baptism 
under Jesus Christ, its supreme head, and distributed under lawful 
governors and pastors into particular Churches, holding communion 
with each other in all the essentials of Christian faith, and worship, 
and discipline.” See the Christian Life, Part Il. Chap. vii. 

Another eminent writer upon the subject (Brett) says, “ The 
Catholic, or Universal Church, is a society or corporation of men, 
collected out of all nations, and united to each other by such bonds 
as are proper to a society of men to make them a body corporate.” 
Account of Church Gov. &c. chap. I. All this is plainly inferred 
from the names by which the scriptures describe the Church. It is 
called ‘“‘the kingdom of heaven, or the kingdom of God; a fold 
under one shepherd. ‘The household of God, built upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone, in whom all the building fitly framed together, 
groweth into a holy temple inthe Lord.” Ephes. ii. 21. In some 
places it is called a city, denoting a society or corporation of men, 
living under the same laws, and enjoying the same privileges. St. 
Paul says, ‘“‘ Ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.”” Ephes. ii. 
19. And again our citizenship is said to be in heaven. Philip. iii. 
20. Itis called the house, that is, the family of God, or of Christ. 
“ Christ was faithful,’ says the apostle, “as a Son over his own 
house.” Heb. iii.6. So our Lord speaks of himself, as master of 
the house, and of his disciples, as part of his household. Matt. x. 
25. Lastly, the Church is called a body, whereof the head is Christ. 
“ As the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members 
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of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ: for 
by one Spirit we are ail baptized into one body.” 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13. 

The ministers of the gospel are sometimes called ambassadors 
with an allusion to the regal power of our Lord in his spiritual 
kingdom: sometimes they are called stewards; alluding to our 
Saviour, as the master of a family, for which he carefully provides, 
by means of stewards, dispensing “the manifold grace of God.” 
1 Pet. iv. 10. By all this it is evident, that the Church 1s a regu- 
Jarly constituted society, subject to government. 

It has been already observed, that in our creeds we are taught to 
profess our belief in several essential attributes of this Church: we 
declare that it is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 

The unity of the Church, according to the learned Bishop 
Pearson, consists in the unity of origination, faith, sacraments, hope, 
charity, and discipline. The Church can be built upon only one 
foundation, viz. that of the apostles and prophets; Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone, in whom all the building is fitly 
framed together, Ephes. ii. 21. It has only one faith, viz. the faith 
once delivered to the saints It likewise has one baptism ; and 
although it consists of many members, dispersed over the whole 
world; yet “being many, they are only one bread, and one body: 
for we are all partakers of that one bread,” 1 Cor. x. 17. ‘There 
is but one hope of our calling,” Eph. iv. 4; the same reward of 
eternal life being promised to all true disciples of Christ. And true 
Christians will manifest their union of heart and mind, and en- 
deavour to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. And 
lastly, the unity of the Christian society is evinced in the unity of 
discipline and government: for Christians have all the same ralers 
and guides appointed them, and with a glad and willing mind, they 
hear their voice, snd submit to their spiritual advice and direction. 
See Dean Stanley’s Faith and Practice of a Church of England 
Man, ch. I. 

The Church is called holy, not because all the members are now 
holy and righteous. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a net 
cast into the sea, which gathered of every kind, some good, some 
bad: the good are not severed from the bad, till the net is full, till 
God. has accomplished the number of his elect: which will not be 
till the end of the world, Matt. xiii 47; but it is denominated holy, 
because God hath called us with a holy calling, 2 Tim. i. 9; that 
we may, through the assistance of his Holy Spirit, become holy. 
“Every one that nameth the name of Christ, is bound to depart from 
iniquity,” 2 Tim. ii. 9. 

The Church is catholic or universal, upon many accounts; but 
chiefly, because the partition wall between Jews and Gentiles God 
hath broken down, Ephes. ii. 14. He hath no longer any such 
respect of persons, as in former times he had; ‘but in every nation, 
he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted of him,” 
Acts x. 35. Christ has now “the heathen for his inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession,” Psalm ii. 8. 
The Church comprehending all nations of the world, professing 
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Christianity, must of course, like other large bodies, be divided inte 
several smaller bodies. But this does not prevent the catholicism 
of the Church: all those smaller and particular Churches constitute 
one Church universal; the one great fold of Jesus Christ. Hence 
it follows, from the universality and unanimity of the Church, that 
he who is truly a member of the Church in any particular country, 
is a member of the Church in every country; aud that he who is 
rightly cut off from the Church in any place, is cut off from it in 
every place; for as St. Cyprian happily expresses it: ‘‘ piscopatus 
unus est, cujus a singulis in solidum pars tenetur.” De Unit. Rec. The 
Episcopate i is one and indivisible: of which each bishop holds his 
undivided portion. 

“ That Church alone, which first began at Jerusalem on earth, 
will bring us to the Jerusalem in heaven,” says Bishop Pearson ; 
“and that alone began there, which always embraceth the faith once 
delivered to the saints. Whatsoever Church pretendeth to a new 
beginning, pretendeth at the same time to a new Churchdom, and 
whatsoever is so new, is none.” Art. ix. p. 350. 

Lastly, the true Church is apostolic, that is, itis such a Church 
as was founded upon, and has been derived from the apostles: such 
as holds the faith which they preached, and is subject to the govern- 
ment which they established. 

This is a brief sketch of the nature of the Church; in which it 
appears to be a visible society, collected out of the world, totally 
independent on it, and calculated to continue to the end, under a 
proper government of its own. And being of a purely spiritual 
nature, it never ought, indeed it never can, if it be properly ad- 
ministered, interfere with the governments of this world. 


. ~~ @Me-:.- 


ON BLENDING EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYER WITH 
THE LITURGY. 


(An extract from a review of a New Directory for Non-Conformist Churches, in 
the Christian Observer.) 


The last, and the greatest inferiority of the scheme here suggested, 
to the model of worship, in the Church of England, is, that it 
radically removes no one of the evils in the dissenting frame of which 
they themselves so loudly complain.—We beg our readers to cast their 
eyes over the prevalent evils inthe worship of dissenters, noticed in 
the early parts of the Review. Whence, we ask, do they all, or 
almost all, arise? Do they not, and that upon the showing of the 
authors themselves, arise from ‘‘extemporary prayer?” But what 
is the new scheme here suggested? T'o incorporate a pre-composed 
liturgy with extemporary prayer. How, then, will this change remove 
the evil? Will not a mixture of what is fixed and good, with what 
is mutable, and therefore possibly very bad, neutralize the whole 
mass? Will not this be “ sewing new cloth into an old garment; 
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adding a new limb to adecayed body; merely debasing the coin, 
not impioving the currency? Or do the authors think, that those 
alone whose abilities and piety qualify them to pray extempore, wil! 
avail themselves of the privilege?’ Do they not know, on the con- 
trary, that the disposition to use extemporary prayer, will often be 
in exact proportion to a person’s imcompetence to do so; and that 
the same presumption, which among other things disqualifies a man 
for extemporary prayer, will stimulate him to it? We desire 
our authors, then, calmly and kindly to contemplate the disastrous 
alternative to which they are reduced. Either they must leave the 
dissenting frame of worship as they found it, which, according to 
their own statement, is exceedingly defective ; or they must carry 
into effect a new scheme, which will probably ciain the lips of the 
wise and modest, and set the rash and presumptuous at liberty ; 
which will lead to the use of a liturgy by many of the first, and to 
that of extemporary prayers by most of the second. 


— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


POETRY. 
THE FUTURE DESTINY OF MAN. 


—— Man forever in the tomb, 

hen he resigns his breath? 

Or shall he rise from earth’s dark womb, 
Triumphant over death? 


The gospel makes me this reply, 
Yes! Man shall live again ; 

Fither in endless bliss on high, 
Or everlasting pain. 


‘The Archangel’s trump, shall rend the skies 
The dead, God's voice shall hear; 

And from the sleep of ages rise, 
In judgment to appear. 


The righteous perfect bliss shall find, 
That shall no period know; 

But sinners—they shall be consign’d, 
To never-ending woe. 


Then mortal! shun, while yet you may, 
The paths by sinners trod; 

And choose the good and “narrow way,’ 
That leads to heaven and God. 


Secure salvation for thy soul, 
In this, thy day of grace; 

Press forward to the heav’nly goal, 
And strive to win the race. 


QUIDAM. 
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A CHILD'S PRAYER. 


‘We have often seen in MS., (says the Editor of the British Critie) the feewing 
lines, written by one of the most distinguished authors now living, for the use 0 
his own little daughter.” May we not hazard the conjecture that the “ distin- 
guished author” alluded to, is the Poet Southey? 


Ere on my bed my limbs [ lay, 

God grant me grace my prayers to say! 
O God, preserve my mother dear 

In health and strength for many a year; 
And Oh! preserve my father too, 

And may I pay him reverence due! 
And may I my best thoughts employ 
To be my parents’ hope and joy! 

Oh! likewise keep my brothers both 
From evil doings and from sloth, 

And may we always love each other, 
Our friends, our father, and our mother! 
And still, O Lord, to me impart 

An innocent and grateful heart, 

Till after my last sleep I may 

Awake to thy eternal day! Amen. 
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RELIGIOUS INTHLLIGENCHE. 


Journal of the Sixth Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Diocese of Georgia. 


[Communicated for the Gospel Messenger. } 


“ Augusta, Georgia, 15th April, 1828. 

This being the day appointed for the Meeting of the Annual 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of 
Georgia, and this city having been selected as the place of meeting, 
several of the Clergy and Lay: Delegates, accordingly attended, at 
half-past 10 o’clock, A. M. in St. Paul’s Church, Augusta. 

Morning Prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. Neufville. The fol- 
lowing certificates of Lay-Delegates were presented, examined and 
approved, viz. those of 

r. Richard Tubman, Mr. E. F. Campbell, and Mr. Charles 
Labuzan, from St. Paul’s Church, Augusta. 

Mr. John F. Lioyd, and Dr. J. B. Read, from Christ Church, 
Savannah. The following members then appeared and took their 
seats :— 

Of the Clergy—The Rev. Hugh Smith, Rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, Augusta. The Rev. Edward Neufville, Rector of Christ 
Church, Savannah. 

Of the Laity—Richard Tubman, E. F.Campbell, Charles Labuzan, 
from St. Paul’s Church, Augusta. John F. Lloyd, Christ Church, 
Savannah. 
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The Convention then proceeded to the election of a President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer; when the Rev. Mr. Neufville, was elected 
President, Mr. John F. Lloyd, Secretary, and Dr. J. B. Read, 
Treasurer. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. E. F. Camp- 
bell, it was resolved, that the thanks of the Convention be presented 
to the Rev. Mr. Neufville, for his very appropriate and impressive 
sermon, delivered on Sunday last. 

On motion, it was resolved; that the same Rules of Order, 
adopted by the previous Conventions of this Diocese, be adopted 
as the rules of the present Convention. 

On motion of Mr. E. F. Campbell, seconded by the Rev. Mr. 
Smith, the following testimonial of respect to the memory of the 
late Rev. A. Carter, Rector of Christ Church, Savannah, was 
unanimously passed :— 

As a testimonial of respect to the memory of the late Rev. Abiel 
Carter, Rector of Christ Church, Savannah; on motion resolved: 
thatthe Delegates composing the present Convention, for themselves, 
and in behalf of the Churches which they represent, do, with the 
most heart-felt sorrow, deplore the loss of the Rev. Mr. Carter, 
whose temporal probation was a practical illustration of zealous 
and evangelical devotedness to the Church, which permitted him 
not even to count life itself too dear a sacrifice to the advancement 
of the religion of Christ, and the labours which the interest of his 
kingdom demanded. 

The following letter from the Rev. Mr. Jones, was read, and 
ordered to be filed, and published :— 

Savannah, April 9th, 1828. 

To the Convention of the Diocese of Georgia. 

Beloved Brethren—I regret that the sickness of my family will 
deprive me of the pleasure of meeting with you in Augusta. Nothing 
can be more cheering than the society of friends and brethren. It 
warms the heart, and prompts to new and invigorated exertions. A 
general flame is excited and cherished, which spreads from one to 
another, until a common feeling of intense ardour, and generous 
zeal, pervades the whole assembly. —Gladly would I participate 
with you in such emotions; and so far as my feeble powers could 

aid, do something to promote the energies of our Church in this 
part of the Lord’s vineyard. We have an extensive field ripe already 
for the harvest; but where, oh where! shall labourers be found. 
Sad experience teaches us, that the ways of providence in this re- 
gard are inscrutable. He who presided at our last Convention, 
and was authorized to write to a sister Diocese, and repeat the 
Macedonian cry, has completed the sphere of duty allotted him 
on earth; and, amidst the sorrows of multitudes, closed his eyes 
in death. We have felt that one of our firmest supporters was re- 
moved, and that God was calling us to make an increased effort for 
the advancement of his glory, and to “strengthen the things which 
remain. that are ready to die.” 

I deeply sympathize with you in the loss we have sustained, 
and shall heartily join in any resolutions that may be adopted 
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commemorative of the event. His counsel to us was invaluable ; 
his decision of character, and firmness of purpose, ensured the 
accomplishment of whatever he undertook, and gave efficiency to 
the labors of all with whom he was connected. I have had no 
parochial charge the last year; but during the sickness of the 
Rey. Mr. Carter, and until the choice of a successor, I officiated 
in Christ Church; and report 2 Marriages; 4 Baptisms, and 5 
Funerals; among the number are included, our lamented brother, 
and his beloved companion; and, allow me in this connexion to 
bear testimony to the triumph of his faith, in the approach of dis- 
solution. If ought on earth can exhibit a scene of moral sublimity, 
it was here displayed. Death was disrobed of his terrors, and the 
dread conqueror welcomed as the conductor to everlasting happi- 
ness. His mind was calm and collected, his thoughts were raised 
above the employments of this sublunary world, and he held sweet 
communion with the Father of his spirit, and the partner of his 
joys, whose transit to the realms of glory had but quickened his 
heavenly aspirations, and united him more firmly to all that is en- 
chanting, in perfect bliss and joy serene. To die a death like his, 
is the consummation of earthly felicity, the animating prelude to 
complete fruition. It is enough to urge us to renewed activity, 
more intense devotion, and more holy ardor. May the blessing of 
heaven rest upon you, and accompany all your deliberations; and 
may you be guided by that wisdom which is from above, in the 
adoption of such measures as will most effectually subserve the 
kingdom of the Redeemer, and extend the bounds of ourcommunion. 
Your friend and brother, 
L. JONES. 
The following parochial reports were then made to the Convention: 
Christ Church, Savannah. 

The Rey. Edward Neufville, Rector.—Baptisms, White Adults, 
1; Coloured do. 1; White Infants, 19; Coloured do. 3; Total, 24. 
Marriages, 9. Funerals, 40; from February 1827, to April 6, 1828. 
Communicants, 107; four having been added since the present in- 
cumbent took charge of the Church. Several died during the last 
year, one has withdrawn, and five have removed. The condition 
of the Church is flourishing. A_ ible class has been held, and 
numerously attended by ladies during winter. 

The Female Missionary Society has within the last year, raised the 
sum of about one hundred dollars. A Ladies Society for the ad- 
vancement of Christianity in Georgia, has been organized recently, 
and meets once in a week for the purpose of raising funds, by the 
sale of needle-work. 

Christ Church Sunday School, at Savannah.—Total number of 
Teachers, 11; 4 male, and 7 female. Total number of scholars, 
95; 23 male, and 72 female. Officers of the school; Rev. E. 
Neufville, President, ex-officio; Mr. Harris, Superintendent, Mr. 
Hendrickson, Committee Man. Exclusive of the above there is a 
Coloured school organized in the month of December last, contain- 
ing 40 scholars. 
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St. Paul’s Church, Augusta. 

The Rev. Hugh Smith, Rector.—Since the meeting of the last 
Convention, the Rector reports: Tere 2. Baptisms, Adults, 
2; Infants, White, 11; Coloured, Total, 14. Funerals, 15. 
Communicants added, 19; Died, 1; bint 2; Total, 3; present 
number, 70. The Rector is happy i in being able to state that, the 
present condition of the parish is encouraging. During the last 
year, an instance of liberality occurred worthy of honourable men- 
tion. Three gentlemen, anxious to relieve the Church from the 
debt under which it had been labouring, contributed each upwards 
of eleven hundred dollars, for that purpose; they were seconded 
in the attempt by various members of the congregation, to whom an 
appeal was made. All the claims against the Church, held by those 
not of her body, were thus cancelled; and as there is property ade- 
quate to the extinguishment of every other demand, the Church 
may now be considered as free from all embarrassment. The Sunday 
School continues in operation, although in rather a languishing 
condition. A female bible class has been held during the past year, 
which, although its members have not been numerous, has prompted 
much patient attention to the scriptures of truth, not without the 
happiest results. The ladies of the parish, during the past winter, 
formed a Missionary Society, auxiliary to the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, and have contributed about 50 dollars, towards that 
institution, from the donations and subscriptions, They also meet 
statedly for the purpose of creating a fund for Domestic Missionary 
purposes, by the employment of their needle, in making articles of 
taste and fine work. 

A visible and gratifying increase in the stated number of atten- 
dants, bas been noticed during the past year; and the hope is con- 
fidently indulged, that, by the blessing of God, the Church will 
continue to flourish. 


No reports were received from the Churches of Macon, and St. 
Simon’s Island. 

On motion, resolved, that the communication from the Secretaries 
of the General Convention, respecting the proposed alterations in 
the Liturgy of the Church, be laid over for future consideration. 

The Convention then proceeded to the election of a Standing 
Committee; when the following were chosen unanimously :— 


The Rev. H. Smith, J. B. Read, 
Rev. L Jones, E. F. Campbell, 
Rev E. Neufville, Thomas J. Wray. 


The Convention then proceeded to elect Delegates, to attend the 
General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
United States ; the following were chosen: 


The Rev. 8. Strong, Hon. G. Jones, 
Rev. H. Smith, E. F. Campbell, 
Rev. L. Jones, R. Tubman, 


Rev. E. Neufville, J. B. Read. 
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On motion, the Convention then adjourned until 12 o’clock, to 
allow of a meeting of the Society for the General Advancement of 


Christianity in Georgia. 
One o'clock, P. M. April 15th, 1828. 


The Convention again assembled agreeable to adjournment. 

The report of the Standing Committee was read and accepted. 

“Ata meeting of the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Georgia, 
held at 12 o’ciock, on Tuesday the 15th of April, 1828, present: — 


The Rev. Hugh Smith, 
“6 Edward Neufville, 

Dr. Thomas J. Wray, 

Edward F. Campbell, Esq. 


The Rev. Hugh Smith, as the former President of the Committee, 
took the chair; and E. F. Campbell, Esq. acted as Secretary. 

The Committee then proceeded to the election of their officers, 
when, on counting the ballots, it appeared that the officers of last 
year were re-elected, viz:— 


Rev. Hugh Smith, President, 
Dr. J. B. Read, Treasurer, 
E. F. Campbell, Esq. Secretary. 


The Rev. E. Neufville’s letter dimissory from the Right Rev. 
Bishop Bowen, on his removal from the Diocese of South-Carolina, 
into that of Georgia, to take charge of Christ Church, Savannah, 
which had been previously presented to the President of the Com- 
mittee, and by him approved, was now laid before the Board, and 
by them received as canonical and satisfactory. 

On motion, resolved, that the Committee present the following 
report to the Convention, at their present session; viz: Since the 
last meeting of the Convention, the Standing Committee have had 
few official duties to perform, worthy of note. There are, as yet, 
no candidates for holy orders, in this Diocese; a fact which the 
Committee mention with pain and regret; for they are aware, that, in 
consequence of the wants of other, and more central parts of our 
country, yet unsupplied, and of the general unwillingness of those 
born and educated at the North, to reside at the South, this section 
of our Church, must either be miserably neglected, or else must 
derive its ministerial supply from among its own sons. Earnestly 
would this Committee pray, that God would put it into the heart of 
aome ‘of the sons of the soil,”’ to consecrate their talents and their 
labours to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to *‘*the Church which he 
purchased with his blood.” 

In the month of June last, the President of this Committee, re- 
ceived an official communication from the Rev. James Abercrombie, 
D. D. President of the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Penn- 
sylvania; stating the fact, that the Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, had 
been elected Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, and 
transmitting the requisite testimonials; with a request, that they 
might be laid before the Standing Committee of this Diocese. A 
meeting of this Committee was therefore held, in St. Paul’s Church, 
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in this city, in the same month of June; when, the testimonials of 
the Bishop elect of Pennsylvania, having been examined, his elec- 
tion was unanimously sanctioned by this Board, and the testimonial 
required by the canons, forwarded. 

A communication was recently received from the Rev. Lot Jones, 
requesting from the StandingCommittee ofthis Diocese,a certificate of 
eharacter and of meetness fora missionary appointment, witha view 
to being employed by the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Protestant E piscopal Church in the United States of America; 
whereupon, a majority of the members being convened, the requi- 
site certificate was unanimously granted. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

There being no other business before the Committee, it then re- 
solved itself into a Board of Trustees, for the Society for thi 
Advancement of Christianity in Georgia. 

The President of the Board, then reported, that in compliance 
with the request of the last Convention, he has, during the past 
year, made various applications for missionary aid, but without 
success. Whereupon, it was, on motion, resolved, that the Presi- 
dent be, and hereby is requested to continue his exertions to procure 
a missionary for this Diocese, with a salary not exceeding $500 
per annum. 

A report was then read from the Treasurer of this Society, stating, 
that he had in hand then, a balance of one hundred and ninety- 
seven and a half dollars, in the treasury. In consequence of our 
inability to procure a missionary, the appropriation made by the 
Domestie and Foreign Missionary Society, in favor of this Diocese, 
remains yet uncalled for. 

On motion, resolved, that asum not exceeding 825, be appropri- 
ated to the purchase of ‘Tracts, for the ensuing year; also, 

On motion of Dr. Thomas J Wray, duly seconded, resolved, that 
the sum of $15, be, and hereby is, appropriated for the purchase of 
Prayer Books., 

The following resolution offered by the Rev. E. Neufville, and 
duly seconded, was then adopted : 

Resolved, that this Board most highly approve of the establish- 
ment of the Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union, and that 
a depository for the sale of Books, published by that Union, be 
established in Augusta. 

Resolved further, that Mr. John Barry, be, and hereby is, respect- 
fully requested by this Board, to assume the agency for the above 
object. 

The minutes of the meeting having been read and approved, 
resolved, that they be presented to the Convention, as the annual 
report of this Board. 

On motion made and seconded, the Board then adjourned. 

HUGH SMITH, President of Standing Committee, 


Diocese of Georgia, and ex-officio President of the So- 
ciety for Advancement of Christianity in Georgia. 


E. F. CAMPBELL, Secretary of Standing Conmittee, 
and ¢r-officio Secretary of Society for Advancement of Christianity in in Georgia.” 
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On motion resolved, that the report of the Society for the advance- 
ment of Christianity in Georgia, be accepted. 

On motion resolved, that the report of the Treasurer of the Con- 
vention be also accepted. 

On motion resolved, that the next meeting of this Convention be 
held in Savannah, at Christ Church, on the first Monday after 
Easter Monday. 

On motion resolved, that the Rev. Mr. Smith, be requested to 
preach the next Convention sermon, on the sabbath preceding the 
opening of the Convention. 

The minutes were then read and approved; after which, the 
Convention adjourned to meet on the first Monday after Easter 
Monday, in the year, 1829. 

( Signed,) 
EDWARD NEUFVILLE, President. 

JOHN F. LLOYD, Secretary. 


i 


Anniversary of the New-York Protestant Episcopal Sunday School 
Society.— The anniversary of this institution was held on the 9th 
April, in St. Paul’s Church, New-York. There were present about 
2300 scholars, besides their nurflerous teachers and superintendents, 
and a crowded congregation of citizens. ‘The service was read by 
the Rev. Dr. Feltus, Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, and an excel- 
lent address delivered to the children, by the Rev. Mr. Schroeder, 
an assistant minister of Trinity Church, well adapted to their un- 
derstandings.—New- York Commercial Advertiser. 

General Missionary Society.—Several individuals of St. Paul's 
Church, Boston, have agreed to appropriate the sum of $200 per 
annum, to this Society, “for the support of the Rev. Mr. Oson, and 
the mission to which he is appointed,” on the coast of Africa.— 
Church Register. 

Prussia.—The King of Prussia supports, at his own expense, 
twenty-five theological students at the University of Wittemburg, 
on the very spot where the celebrated reformer Luther taught, and 
where three Professors of Theology still remain, one of whom is 
the well known Schleussner. The king has made provision, that 
all the children of his realm, shall be taught to read, and be in 
possession of a bible. 


Corner Stone.—The corner stone of the new Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the Ascension, about to be erected on the north side of 
Canal street, between Broadway and Elm -street, was laid on 
Tuesday, 15th April, in the presence of the Episcopal clergy of this 
city, and the vestries of the several churches. ‘The ceremony was 
performed by the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, in his usual distinet 
and impressive manner. A leaden box, containing various documents, 
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was deposited in the place prepared for it, after which an interesting 
and sententious address, was delivered by the Rev. Manton Eastburn, 
Rector of the new Church. The model adopted for the Church is 
that of the ancient temple of Theseus, the chastest and most pertect 
specimen of Grecian architecture extant. The portico is surmounted 
by a pediment, resting upon six fluted columns of the Doric order; 
and will be rendered conspicuous, it is hoped, not only by its situa- 
tion, but by its architectural beauty and simplicity.—J. Y. /°aper. 

And on Tuesday, April, 15th, the corner stone of St. Michael's 
Church, was laid in the village of Geneseo, New-York, and on the 
same day, the corner stone of Zion Church, was laid at Avon in 
Livingston county. They are both of brick, and are to be ready for 
consecration by the first of October next. 


New-York Bible and Common Prayer Book Society.—We learn 
from the Christian Journal for April, that the anniversary meeting 
of this Society was held in Trinity Church, February 26th, when 
the eighteenth annual report was read, from which it appears that 
this Society has left the field of active exertion principally to its 
auxiliary, a Society of young men, with which it is proposed to 
form aunion. The receipts, therefore, have been confined to the 
interest of the permanent fund, and amounted to 8452. The amount 
of the permanent fund is about $6,500. ‘They have distributed 
during the past year, 332 Bibles, and 712 Prayer Books. The 
aggregate amount of Bibles, New Testaments, and Prayer Books, 
distributed by the Society, since its establishment in 1809, is 15,447. 

Bishop Dehon.—Extract of a letter from a very respectable gen 
tleman in London, to a friend in this city, dated, January Sth, 1828. 
“To the latest hour of my life, I shall rejoice in the part I took in 
publishing Dehon’s Sermons in England. When I last saw Messrs. 
Rivington, a third English edition was contemplated by them. I 
am persuaded that they have greatly tended to heal the spirit of 
controversy on doctrinal points within the pale of our Church, and 
consequently, to leave the zeal and powers of her sons to be exerted 
against her various enemies without the pale. And every member 
of the American Episcopacy may be justly proud of the marked 
attention, and most favourable acceptance, which the work com- 
manded for itself in this country, solely by its intrinsic merits. A 
leading bookseller told me, that its sale at his shop, showed it to 
be equally esteemed by all parties in the Church, and scarcely less 
by the Dissenters, and no less than twenty-eight pages of the CAris- 
tian Observer were occupied by a review of its contents. An 
intimate friend of mine, the Rev. Edward Berens, Vicar of Shriven- 
ham, in Berkshire, has printed separately, twelve of the sermons, 
as peculiarly suited to the edification of the young. And it is 
within my own knowledge, that many of our most distinguished 
prelates have spoken of the work in terms of high commendation. 
{t was most natural, and thoroughly due to the Right Reverend 
Author, that his early transit to eternal rest should be deemed an 





1828. ] Religious Intelligence. isd 


irreparable loss to his Diocese, to the American Church, and to the 
Christian world. But the spread of his incomparable sermons 
through Great Britain, and all her foreign dependencies, and the 
notification of his most primitive example in the funeral discourse 
of Dr. Gadsden, (verified as it is, aud proved to be correct, in a re- 
markable degree, by the portrait which his own sermons afford of 
the departed prelate,) may now tend to convince us that human 
calculations were short sighted, and that God did not overlook the 
iterests of his Church, when this faithful servant was so early called 
“to enter into the joy of his Lord.” 

Kenyon College.—We have been favoured with the following ex- 
tract of a letter recently received from England, relating to this 
very interesting and important institution: “The friends of Episco- 
pacy in this country, are at this time greatly cheered by its prospects 
in Western America, as connected with the Institutions which owe 
their birth, under Providence, to the piety and zeal of Bishop 
Chase. He has appealed to us once more to end the good work, 
which we began, and his countrymen have continued and extended, 
by supplying the means of erecting a Church at the new town of 
Gambier, which may serve as a place of parochtal worship, and as 
a College chapel. From the commencement made in the subscrip- 
tion both in England and Ireland, I have no doubt of the whole 
want being supplied, and the reflection is most delightful to my 
mind, Nothing more establishes and confirms my hopes, that our 
inestimable spiritual privileges will be continued and increased, 
than witnessing a Christian readiness to be humble instruments in 
communie¢ating them to other countries, and especially to those 
which, like America, bave planted a hopeful graft from our own vine.” 

Young Men’s Missionary Society.—The Ninth Annual Report of 
the Standing Committee of the “ Protestant Episcopal Missionary 
Society in Charleston, South-Curolina, composed of young men 
and others,” has just been published. In transfering the following 
extract to our pages, we must, at the same time, express our deep 
regret, that the Society, from causes not under its control, has not 
been able to labour more efficiently in the Christian vineyard, during 
the year that is past. We feel assured, that all has been done 
which circumstances would permit. Lut it is greatly to be lamented, 
that, in the great cause of Christian benevolence, the want of mis- 
sionaries, and adequate pecuniary resources, should cramp the 
operations of this pious and benevolent institution. We trust, 
however, when it is generally known among our people, that “the 
funds of the Society are in the most exhausted cond: ition,” and that 
it has been enabled to employ but one solitary missionary in the 
past year, it will lead to renewed exertions among the friends of 
missions, to replenish the Society’s treasury; that its resources, at 
least, may, in some measure, be commensurate with the field of 
usefulness upon which it may immediately enter, and which it has 
been earnestly solicited to occupy. 
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**One mission only has been conducted, under the auspices of 
this Society, through the past year. The Rev. Mr. Mitchell, ac- 
cepted an appointment in May, to the missionary station at Winns- 
borough, where he officiated, from the first Sunday in June, to the 
first Sunday in August, when a severe attack of sickness rendered 
it adviseable for him, to retire to the springs of Rice Creek, near 
Columbia. At this place, the services of the missionary were di- 
rected to certain families, who were without the ministrations of 
any Clergyman. In October, he resumed his duties at Winnsborough; 
and continued to officiate there until November, when he returned 
to Charleston. We are gratified to learn, that through the zeal of 
the missionary, considerable efforts have been made to erect at 
Winnsborough, a suitable building for the worship of Almighty God, 
according to the use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. Eight hundred dollars have been already subscribed 
for this purpose; and it is believed, that arrangements will soon be 
made to carry the design of this subscription into effect. The fol- 
lowing is anexiract from hisreport: ‘In conclusion, your missionary 
would respecifully recommend, the immediate location of a perma- 
nent missionary at Winnsborough. The advantages arising from 
such a measure are obvious. Where the friends of the Charch are 
not numerous, it is discouraging to them, to possess only the 
temporary services of a Clergymuan. Their zeal, it is true, while 
he is with them, may burn vividly, but as soon as he removes, they 
become as sheep without a Shepherd, and will wander into strange 
pastures.’ ” 


The Ionian Islands.—T hrough the liberal efforts of Lord Guilford, 
29 schools have been founded in these Islands, for the instruction 
of the inferior classes of the inhabitants. They contain by the last 
reports, 1,733 pupils. A library has likewise been established by 
the same nobleman, within the last two years, which contains up- 
words of 30,000 volumes, most of which he has presented to the 
institution. 


Trish Society.—T he object of this Society is to promote the edu- 
cation of the native Irish, through the medium of theirown language. 
The number of schools, according to the last report was, 264; and 
in these, 10,953 pupils passed examination at the last quarterly 
inspection; of whom, 8,946 were adults. The number of books 
distributed during the year, is as follows: New Testaments, 752 
portions of do. 3,959; Psalms, 240; other portions of the Old Tes- 
tament, 95; Books of Common Prayer, 102; Elementaries, 7,116; 
Irish Vecabelaries, 1,676; Dictionaries, 16. The octavo edition of 
the Bible in the Urish language and character, was expected to be 
finished before the close of the _ —Christian Observer. 


Progress of Episcopal Sunday Schools in England.—T he Committee 
of the National Society have endeavoured to obtain a return of the 
number of schools throughout the kingdom, in which the children 
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are educated according to the principles of the established Church, 
and are taken every ‘Sunday to some place of worship under the 
establishment. The returns are at present defective; not above 
two-thirds of 12,000 letters sent out by the Society having been 
answered; but from those actually received, there results the fol- 
lowing gratifying list of totals: Number of schools returned, 6172; 

children. 415,978; schools taken to Church, 6090; schools not 
taken to Church, 82; schools using the books of the “* Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge,” 5204; schools using S. P. C. K. 

books and others, 860; schools not using 8S. P. C. K. books, 108; 
schools wholly adopting the national system, 1043; schools not 
adopting the national system, 3341.—Church Register. 

Religious Customs of the Osage Indians.—When the women cut 
off their hair, which is their glory and their ornament, as they 
often do in case of mourning, we are reminded of the prophet’s 
declaration, ‘‘ Cut off thy hair, O Jerusalem.”—In cases of fasting, 
aiso -he women put earth on their heads, and the men ashes or soot 
on tueir faces, forcibly reminding us of those hypocrites, of whom 
our Saviour speaks, ‘‘ who disfigured their faces, that they might 
appear unto men to fast.” If you invite them to eat, when their 
faces are thus covered with soot and ashes, they are very ready to 
comply, but only on condition, that you first furnish them with 
water to wash, «ur except they wash they eat not, holding the 
tradition of the elders. In case of the death of any relative, they 
send fur such as they choose should come and mourn for them, 
though others often join as volunteers. 1 was witness to a ceremony 
of this kind, where a child had recently died. While some were 
preparing the child for burial, five women of their choosing, as I 
was afterwards informed, stood around crying, or pretending to 
cry, making a doleful lamentation. At length they ceased, and 
each went to a skin of buffalo grease standing in one corner of the 
lodge, and took two or three pounds a-piece, as a remuneration for 
their services in mourning for the dead, and then quietly and cheer- 
fully wenttotheirhomes. Thus another coincidence with scripture is 
exhibited in their sending for mourning women, that they may come 
and take up a lamentation. In cases of mourning, also, they will 
not eat till after sunset, reminding us of David’s declaration, when 
mourning for Abner, that he would not eat aught till the sun was 
down.—Missionary Herald. 

France.—In many parts of France, the remnants of the Protestant 
Churches, scattered at the revocation of the edict of Nantes, are 
again appearing, while new places of worship, erected principally 
by the contributions of the congregations, are every where building. 
One has been solemnly dedicated at Mens, in the department of 
Isere, in Dauphiné, the Protestant inhabitants of which place, are 
probably descended from the Waldenses, who, from the revocation 
of the edict of Nantes, up to the year 1787, persevered in holding 
their religious assemblies, and celebrating the sacrament of the 
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Lord’s Supper by night, in the neighbouring forests to avoid detec- 
tion. Another Church has been opened at Conde-sur-Noireau, in 
the department of Calcades, stilbthe wants of the French Protestants 
are very great. Seven congregations near Amiens, consisting prin- 
cipally of weavers, are so poor, that till lately they could only be 
visited by a minister of their religion once, or, at most, twice in the 
year, when they were obliged to hold their assemblies in cellars or 
rrets, which were unable to contain more than 150 persons. For 
last five years, they have been enabled to support a_ resident 
minister, whose exertions have been blessed with signal success, so 
that it is now absolutely necessary for them, to build a place of 
worship sufficiently large to contain the i increasing congregation. 


Romish Religion in Spain.—M. Inguanza, Archbishop of Toledo, 
has lately published an order, prohibiting almost every description 
of books, prayer books excepted, from entering his diocese. Every 
work in a foreign language, and every translation, and all the 
French and Engiish Jeurnals, are forbidden en masse. He las 
even prohibited his diocesans from entering the reading rooms lately 
established, and from reading the works of Llorente or Sempere on 
the revenues of the Church in Spain. An edition of the Psalms, 
published last year, and dedicated to the king, has also been con- 
demned, without any assigned cause. ‘The French minister, on 
the Archbishop’s interference, has requested the members of the 
diplomatic corps not to show the Journals which they receive from 


Irance. 


St. David’s College.—The number of students at present in the 
College is sixty; the number it will contain is sixty-four. Six con- 
verted Roman Catholic Priests are expected to arrive at Lampeter 
shortly, to reside there, and receive instruction at the College. 
The present Bishop of St. David’s, has prescribed a course of edu- 
cation at the Grammar Schools to suit that at the College, and the 
Principal and Vice Principal are to visit them annually, and exa- 
mine the pupils. The following remarks of Bishop Burgess on the 
object of the College were circulated in 1822, when the first stone 
was laid. ‘* The utility of an appropriate course of studies to young 
men intended for holy orders, and the want of an institution, which 
should unite, in some considerable degree, the advantages of an 
university education, by combining a progressive method of theo- 
logy, literature, and science, with the. regularity of moral discipline, 
first induced the Bishop of St. David’s, in the year 1804, to propose 
the establishment of a clerica]l seminary for the education of future 
candidates for holy orders in the diocese of St. David’s, who could 
not afford the expense of an university education. The great extent 
of the diocese, the poverty of the benefices, and the inability of the 
generality of the candidates for the ministry in it, to pursue their 
me at an university, render such an institution peculiarly neces- 

for that diocese. But though intended chiefly for one diocese, 
the College may eventually be useful to the other three; and, in B pres 
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portion as the/Welsh clergy are employed in their ministerial duties 
in England, it may be beneficial to the whole Church. It may 
also relieve the Universities, by retaining at home many young men, 
who might otherwise venture beyond their means to resort to them. 
‘The proof which the Universities have given of their approbation 
of the undertaking, by their very liberal contributions, affords a 
most encouraging testimony of its utility.”"— Vhris. Remem. 

Mariners Church.—A lot for a Mariners Chureh, in New-Orleans, 
has been granted by the government of the United States, in a 
most eligible situation, and a sum of several thousand dollars has 
been collected towards the erection of a building. A lot has like- 
wise been procured for the same object, in Portland, in the state of 
Maine. 

Naval Chaplains.—The Secretary of the Navy has published a 
Resolution, that no person shal! hereafter be admitted to the office 
of Chaplain in the Naval Department, except regularly ordained 
Ministers of some denomination. 

. pom 

The Bishop of Calcutta.—At the Cape of Good Hope, on the 
way to his diocese, the Right Rev. Bishop James confirmed 360 
persons, in the Reformed Dutch Church, on the 26th of October 
last. He also consecrated, for an English Church, a portion of 
ground presented for that purpose by the Lieutenant Governor of 
the colony.—Christian Journal. 

Translations of the Liturgy.—In the last Report of the London 
Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, it is stated, 
that, “‘ great progress has been recently made in translating the 
Scriptures and Liturgy into the Oriental languages. M. Robinson, 
the late Bishop of Calcutta’s Chaplain, is proceeding with his 
Persian translation of the Old Testament, a task for which he is 
eminently qualified, and has already completed the Pentateuch. 
With a view to facilitate this work, he has been permitted to reside 
in Bishop’s College; and the Supreme Government has appointed 
him to a chaplaincy in the Presidency of Bengal. An Armenian 
version of the Liturgy of the Church of England, has been executed 
by Mr. Ardale, which is under the revision of competent persons, 
some of them men of dignity and station in the Armenian Church. 
There is, therefore, every reason to hope, that a faithful translation 
of our Liturgy, in this venerable language of eastern christendom, 
will soon issue from the College press.” 


Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—We are gratified to 
learn, that the Rev. Mr Whittingham, has béen appointed an agent 
of the Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union, and was latel 
in Philadelphia, soliciting coutributions in behalf of that highly 
important institution. We trust, that, the liberality of Episcopalians 
will enable the Society to continue the publication of such books, 
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as are essentially necessary for our schools, and are strictly adapted 
to the distinetive characteristics of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

General Missionary Society.—The annual meeting of the Board 
of Directors of this Society, was held in Philadelphia, May 13th. 
There were present Bishops White, Hobart, Croes, and Onderdonk: 
the Rev. Dr. Wharton, of New Jersey; Rev. Drs. Milnor, and 
Onderdonk, of New-York; Rev. Drs. Abercrombie, and Mont- 
gomery, the Rev. Messrs. Kemper, R. S. Mason, Clay, De Lancey, 
T. G. Allen, Van Pelt, Williston, W. C. Mead, and Rodney; J. 
C. Lowber, Thomas Hale, and P. H. Nicklin, Esqrs. of Pennsyl- 
vania; the Rev. Mr. Eaton, of Massachusetts. 

A full report of the proseasings of the Executive Committee, 
and of the missionaries of the Society for the past year, was read, 
and referred to the Committee for publication. It affords evidence, 
we think, of improvement in the condition and prospects of the 
Society, and encouragement to go forward in the great cause of 
Christian missions. It will probably be before the community in 
a few days, and, we hope, may excite to a more liberal policy 
towards the Society. ' 

In the evening, an eloquent and impressive discourse, in favour 
of the missionary cause, was preached before the Board, and a large 
congregation, by the Rev. Dr. Wainwright, of New-York; the Rev. 
Dr. Milnor, of the same diocese, reading prayers. The Board 
have requested a copy for the press.— Church Register. 

Pinckneyan Lecture.—The Semi-Annual Lecture, founded by the 
late Chief Justice Pinckney, was delivered in St. Philip’s Church, 
Charleston, on Wednesday, May 14th, 1828, by the Rev. Thomas 
H. Taylor, Rector of St. John’s Parish, Colleton. It need scarcely 
to be added, that the Lecturer illustrated his subject, “the goodness 
of God to all his creatures,” with his usual eloquence and force. 

Confirmation.—On Sunday, the 18th May, this holy rite was ad- 
ministered in St. Stephen’s Chapel, Charleston, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Bowen, when 33 persons were confirmed. Prayers were 
read by the Rev. Mr. Phillips, Minister of the Chapel. For the 
information of our distant readers we add, that the seats in this 


Chapel are free. 


Anniversary of the Female Bible, Prayer Book, & Tract Society.— 
The first Annual Meeting of the Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer 
Reo’. and Tract Society of Charleston, was held at St. Stephen’s 

apel, May 27th. A number of Ladies attended. The report of 
the Managers, we understand, stated the Society to consist of 12 
life members, and I11 annual subscribers: and the books and tracts 
distributed the past year, to be 79 Bibles, 84 Book of Common 
Prayer, and 1446 Tracts of 38 kinds, comprising 34,980 pages, of 
which, 192 were sold. We cordially commend this new Society tu 
the patronage of our readers, and to the blessing of God. The 
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following ladies were elected officers and managers for the ensuing 
year: Mrs. J. W. Mitchell, Directress; Mrs. Ann Hanckel, Assis- 
tant Directress: Miss C. Hort, Secretary and Treasurer. Managers, 
Mrs. W. Aiken, Mrs. E. C. Ball, Mrs. Dehon, Miss E. Grimke, 
Miss M. Harris, Miss S. A. Marshall, Miss M. A. Miller, Miss E. 
Seabrook, Mrs. E. E. Thayer, Miss H L. Thayer, Mrs. Jennings 
Waring, and Mrs. H. Wilson. We hope to make some extracts 
from the Report in our next. 


Sunday Schooit Anniversary—The ‘Charleston Protestant Epis- 
copal Sunday School Society,” auxiliary to the “ Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday School Union Society of the United States,” 
held its ninth anniversary on Whitsun Tuesday, May 27th, in St. 
Paul’s Church, Radcliffeborough. Prayers were read by the Rev. 
F. H Rutledge, Rector ef the Parish of St. Thomas and St. Denis, 
and of Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island; and an interesting and 


appropriate address delivered by the Rev. T. H. Taylor, Rector of 


St. John’s Parish, Colleton. After the address, the Society assem- 
bled to elect officers, and to receive the Annual Report. It appears 
by the report, that the Schools contain 627 White, and 314 Coloured 
Children, under the religious instruction of 92 Teachers. Between 
3 and 400 Children were present at the anniversary meeting; and 
$88 844 were collected on that occasion. The Schools are con- 
sidered to be in a flourishing condition. The following are the 
Officers for the ensuing year:— 

The Right Kev. Nathaniel Bowen, D. D. Bishop of the Diocese, (ex-officio ) 
President. ‘The Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden D. D. Recior of St. Philip's Church, 
(ex-officio) 1st Vice President. The Rev. Christian Hanckell, Rector af St. Paul's 
Church, (ex-officio) 2d Vice President. Ebenezer Thayer, Secre.ary and Treasurer 

Boarp or Managers.—Rev. Frederick Dalcho, M. D. and Rev. Allston Gibbes, 
Assistant Ministers of St. Michael's and St Philip's, (ex-officio.) John W. Mitchell, 
4. E. Miller, Ebenezer Thayer, and Charles Kerr Cross, Superintendents of the 
Sunday Schools of St. Philip's, St. Michael's, St. Paul's, and St. Slephen’s, (ex-officio. ) 

Thomas Gadsden. Daniel Huger, Daniel Ravenel, H. S. Waring, M. D. Rev 
Edward Phillips, Thomas 8. Grimké, William Waller, Thomas Waring, Henry 
Trescot, John Glen, George Cleveland, jun. Edward D. Perry. 


—IZIe 
BIBLE QUESTIONS. 

1. What are the evidences that our blessed Lord “descended into Hell,” or the 
place of departed -pirits? 

2. Since all the dead go isto the place of departed spirits, why is it noted so 
particularly, that our Lord, went thither? 

Corsult Pearson, or Barrow, or Secker, on the Fifth Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed ;—Stack'iouse’s Body of Divinity, folio, p. 669;—Bishop Hobart's Sermon on 
the subject ;—also, Bishop Horsley’s, annexed to his work on Hosea. 


on 


Theological Library—Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity in South- Carolina. 


The Librarian reports the tollowing Donations made during the month of May: 

By Rev. Frederick Dalcho, M. D.—A Reply to the Review of Dr. Wyatt's Ser- 
mon, and Mr. Sparks’ Letters on the Protestant eo Ch rch, which originally 
appeared in the Christian Disciple at Boston, and subsequently in a separate form 
at Baltimore, in which, it is attempted to vindicate the ‘hurch from the charges 
of that Review. Bya Protestant E 


piscopalian, 8vo. sheep, Boston, 1821. 
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Memoirs ot the Life and Character. of the Rev. George Whitefield, A. M. ot 

Pembroke Coll Oxford, &c. &c. originally compiled by the late Rev. John 
Gillies, D. D. Minister of the College Church of Glasgow, third edition, revised 
and corrected with large additions and improvements. By Aaron C. Seymour, 
Author of Letters to Young Persons, 12mo. bds. Philadelphia, 1812. 

Philosophical and Critical Inquiries, concerning Christianity, by M. Charles 
Bonnet, of Geneva, F. R. S. &c. translated by John Lewis Boissier, Esq. 12mo. 
sheep, Philadelphia, 1803. 

By Rev. Samuel Gilman.—Sermons on various subjects, chiefly moral, by James 
Bowers, of Framingham, Mass. a Minister of the Protestant piscopal Church, 
8Svo. bds. Hallowell, 1820. 

By Mr. Michaelowits—The New Testament in Hebrew, 2 Vols. 8vo. calf, 1819 

By Ebenezer Thayer.—Letters on the Ministry, Ritual, and Doctrines of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, addressed to the Rev. W. H. Wyatt, D. D. Associate 
Minister of St. Paul’s Parish, Baltimore, and Professor of Theology in the Univer- 
sity of Maryland; in reply to a sermon, exhibiting some of the principal doctrines 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. By Jared Sparks, A. M. 
Manister of the First Independent Church of Baltimore, 8vo. bds. Baltimore, 1820. 

A Vindicati n of Methodist Episcopacy, by Nathan Bangs, 18mo. sheep, New- 
York, 1821. 

By Hon. Thomas S. Grimké.—Missionary Herald for April, 1828, 8vo. stitched. 

OF Books in any department of Literature, will be gratefully received by Ebenezer 
Thayer, Librarian, at the Library, No. 79 Broad-st, between Meeting and King-sts. 
Lore y through the gate. Library hours, every day, Sunday excepted, from 12 till 
2 o'clock. 


eon 


Married on Sunday evening, April 27th, 1828, in St. Michael’s Church, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, the Rev. Thomas John Young, Minister of Prince 
William’s and St. Luke’s Parishes, to Miss Anna R. Gourdin, second daughter of 
the late Major Samuel Gourdin, of St. John’s, Berkley 


We understand, that the Rev. William 8S. Wilson, of Columbia, has been 
elected Minister of St. Matthew’s Parish; and that the Rev. Charles P. Elliott, has 
resigned the cure of St. David's Parish, Cheraw, and is about to remove into the 
diocese of North-Carolina- 

The Rev. Jasper Adams, D. D. has returned to this city to assume the charge o! 
“Charleston College,” of which he has been re-eleci..d Principal. 


—-—on—- 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS., 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Chase, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Ohio. 
On Sunday, February 24th, 1828, in St. John’s Church, Washington city, the 
Rev. Henry V. D. Johns, Deacon, and Minister of Trinity Church in that city. 
was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. And on Sunday, April 13th, 1828, in 
Christ Church, V ashington city, the Rev. John P. Fenner, the Rev. William F. 
Chesley, and the Rev. Robert Drane, Deacons, of the Diocese of Maryland, were 
admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 'The Episcopate in Maryland is, at presen’ 
vacant. | 


~eoo— 
rad CALENDAR FOR JUNE. 
Trinity Sunday. 
Monthly Meeting of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society. 
First Sunday afler Trinity. 
St. Barnabas. 
Second Sunday after Trinity. 
Third Sunday after Trinity. 
St. John Baptist. 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity. 
4S Peter. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The Answer to a Bible Question was received too late for this number, it shall 
appear in our next 











